the Ecclesiastical, Miracles.              131

decisive proofs of a  supernatural presence are  but
sparingly or scarcely mentioned.

31.  Middleton's  enumeration  of  these  primitive
miracles, which on the whole may be considered to he
correct, is as follows :  " The power of raising  the
dead, of healing the sick, of casting out devils, of
prophesying,   of seeing  visions, of discovering  the
secrets of men, of expounding the Scriptures, of speak-
ing with tongues."k   Of these the only two which are
in their nature distinctly miraculous are the first and
last; and for both of these we depend mainly on the
testimony of St Irenseus, who lived immediately after
the Apostolical Fathers, that is, close upon the period
when even modern writers are disposed to allow that
miracles were   wrought in   the   Church.     Douglas
observes, "If we except the testimonies of Paplas
and Irenaeus, who speak of raising the dead,    .    .    .
I can find no instances of miracles mentioned by the
Fathers before the fourth century, as what were per-
formed by Christians in their times, but the cures of
diseases, particularly the cures of demoniacs, by exor-
cising them;   which last indeed seems to  be their
favourite standing miracle, and the only one which If
find (after having turned over their writings carefully,'
and with a view to this point,) they challenged their
adversaries to come and see them perform."1

32.  It must be observed, however,  that though
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